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EDITORIAL. 


Tue publication last month of the long-anticipated Report of the 
Departmental Public Libraries Committee is, of course, the principal 
recent event. It is too long to allow us to give a full account of its 
arguments and conclusions, and in common with all who work for 
libraries we must return to it again and again in the future. It 
may be said, however, that it will allay the fears of those who thought 
that one result of the Committee’s deliberations would be to support 
and to suggest the implementing of the Report of the Adult Educa- 
tion Committee of the lamented Ministry of Reconstruction, which 
would have handed over the public libraries of the country as a 
gift to the directors of education. This report does nothing of the 
kind; it even suggests that as public opinion is clearly opposed 
to such a course, the libraries should remain in the hands of those 
who made them an admitted success even under the adverse con- 
ditions of the limited rate. Thus the way is open to real progress, 
and the very confined conditions which would be a necessary result 
of the absorption of libraries in the official education machinery 
are not immediately to be dreaded. a 


As a review of the present conditions of the service the report 
must have an abiding value. It devotes over two hundred pages 
to the analysis of evidence on urban, county and special libraries, 
adult education, the position of library law, and certain technical 
matters ; and it has a most striking chapter on an organised national 
service, which for most librarians and administrators of libraries 
will be the crux of the Report. Appendices of elaborate statistics, 
on bye-laws, and library planning, complete the report—with one 
exception. The exception is the remarkable reservation by Mr. 
Pacy, in which, disagreeing with his colleagues, he regrets that the 
Committee has not called for the provision of a central authority 
for London ; a courageous move upon Mr. Pacy’s part, but one 
which does not appear to us to be in accord with the opinion of the 
Library Association Council as that opinion has been expressed 
to us. We regret that the statistics are already more than three 
years old; perhaps that was inevitable. ; 

Librarians should present Chapter IX. to their Committees if 
they are unable to persuade them to the much more satisfactory 
course of reading the report through. This is a clear summary 
of the whole. We learn from it that 96.3 per cent. of the population 
now live within library areas, but we are also told, what some of 
our enthusiasts have recently overlooked, that “ a library area does 
not necessarily provide a library service.” Where the population 
is less than 10,000 an independent service is economically impos- 
sible, and for most areas of less than 20,000 the same conslusion is 
reached ; for these co-operation is a vital necessity. For the 
larger urban libraries the stock should not be less than 30 volumes 
per 100 of population (which does not seem to be an excessive sug- 
gestion), and expenditure should average 22 per cent. on books 
and binding, 5 per cent. on newspapers and periodicals, 46 per cent. 
on salaries and wages, and 27 cent. other expenditure. These 
are useful figures based upon the present actual spending all over 
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the country. Lectures should be made by legislation a legal charge 
upon library funds. 
* * 

The remarks and conclusions on the profession of librarian 
will be read with much interest. The two requirements are a 
liberal education and technical training. The Report becomes 
cryptic here ; thus, “ In a certain limited sense, the latter (that is, 
technical training) is the more indispensable, since no one can 
conduct the business of a library without some acquaintance with 
the technique of classification, cataloguing, the care of books and 
other library routine. But in a wider sense, it is the other qualifica- 
tion that is the more essential. For the welfare of the library 
service, it is essential to recognise that librarianship is a learned 
profession.” This is interesting and, in a very limited sense, true ; 
but in the control and development of a great city library system 
what is needed even more than scholarship is high administrative 
capacity, as current experience proves absolutely. How many 
of our most successful libraries here and in America, sending out 
millions of books yearly to the people, are in the hands of men who 
have special distinction merely as scholars? How many libraries 
have been successful in the hands of men of high academic dis- 
tinction? A real librarian is, of course, a man of catholic culture 
and of technical accomplishment, but he is first and foremost a 
first-class manager. The Report gives one the impression that 
these perfectly compatible things are in some mysterious way 
irreconciliable. It is a pity that much library opinion of late has 
fallen from the lips of schoolmen,who, not possessing technical training 
themselves, feel quite competent to belittle it. The School of 
Librarianship must be maintained, and the material prospects of 
the librarian should not be less attractive than those of the teachers. 


* * * * 


We have only touched upon the points of interest in the 
summary as they concern urban libraries, and we leave for the 
present, for lack of space and not for lack of interest, the county 
library, and other questions which the Report presents to us. The 
document is probably the most important for general culture since 
the Education Act of 1870. We are not surprised, therefore, to 
hear (quite unofficially) that the Economy Committee of the House 
of Commons has pointed to it as a matter on which expenditure 
need not have been incurred. It would! On the other hand, we 
can congratulate ourselves that the report is a really well-written 
and interesting one, and will furnish matter for thought for 
enlightened legislators, local and national, for some time to come. 

al 

The Hon. Secretary of the Education Committee of the 
Association of Assistant Librarians asks us to draw the attention 
of our readers to the Inaugural Meeting to be held on October 5th. 
Further particulars of this meeting will be found on page 32 of this 
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Our next number will be a special Conference Number issued 
on September 15th. 


Tue Lisrary Worip 5 


THE CLASSIFICATION OF FICTION FOR 
STATISTICAL PURPOSES. 
Paper read before the Library Association (London and 
Home Counties Branch) at Stoke Newington Public 
Library, March 30th, 1927. 
By R. D. H. Sirs, Richmond Public Library. 

In the hope of finding information or figures bearing upon my subject 
to-night I have been delving into a large file of the annual reports, 
ancient and modern, of various libraries. I have emerged from 
this experience with the inevitable conviction that, while some 
statistics are dull, some useless, and some deceitful, the majority 
are all three: with a strong suspicion, too, that the term “‘ mathe- 
matical faculty’ is a commonly-accepted euphemism for a form 
of low cunning. 

With regard to the ancient reports, there is no doubt that the 
Criminal Investigation Department lost, when the compilers decided 
to become librarians, a host of tireless and relentless sleuths. They 
gave lists of books borrowed by a plumber, a clergyman, and a 
music teacher respectively—one wonders upon what principles 
these three professions were thus favoured: why not a bricklayer, 
a waitress, and a secretary? They tabulated the occupations of 
all those people through whose hands Balfour’s “ Foundations of 
Belief’ passed in six months. They tried to provoke civil war in 
the neighbourhood with a list of all the streets in the borough and 
the number of borrowers in each street ; but unaccountably forgot 
to add how many houses had blue blinds, and whether the milk 
was left at the side-door or the main entrance. They gave man 
other extraordinary facts, some so useless, and others so deceitful, 
that it would never surprise me to learn that stored away in the 
remote archives of the Library Association are impassioned com- 
parative tables, for private circulation only, showing how “ Lady 
Audley’s Secret’ counts as a sociological work when issued to a 
borrower with ear-rings, and a treatise on ethics when issued to a 
cyclist in corduroy breeches. 

Most modern reports, on the other hand, contain much that 
is truly informative as well as interesting; chiefly because the 
useless data of which a few examples have been given are altogether 
omitted, and the statistics are relegated to that minor place which 
they ought to occupy. Nevertheless issue statistics still bulk too 
large on the horizon, and a tendency still does exist to regard the 
library in terms of statistics rather than in terms of public service. 
Ideally, the two should coincide: the statistics should be a simple 
and straightforward record of what the library is doing for its 
borrowers and readers. Actually that is a desideratum which can 
never be fulfilled by statistics, or by any other means except close 
personal observation. It is the result of this personal observation, 
reinforced by figures given for what they are worth, that the modern 
librarian aims to set down in his report. Even so, it is dangerous 
and invidious to draw conclusions, particularly from figures relating 
to book issues, and especially from the relative issues of fiction 
and non-fiction. 
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Sir Robert Peel once said “ Two things alone defy the power 
of the immortal gods—figures, and the past,” an assertion which 
raises statistics to a sublime and invincible height ; but a height 
which can be sustained only when the basic factor is purely quantita- 
tive. The desire for exactitude of statement is appropriate and 
necessary, for example, when applied to the activities of a business 
house, and is equally necessary in the business side of our work. 
In dealing with statements of income and expenditure, accounts in 
general, and so on, we start with a quantitative and rigid factor, 
namely, the money available, which cannot be affected by extraneous 
circumstances. 

With books we are in a different world, created on a different 
standard. Objectively a book is nothing more than a dead bundle 
of paper and print: only from contact with the living can it give 
something of life back, and the kind and degree of the life it gives 
and receives differs as much as one man differs from another. 
Statistics of issues will tell us how many bundles of paper and print 
have been taken from the shelves, but nothing of their adventures 
outside our doors. To the question ‘How many of these books 
were goads to endeavour, how many were opiates, how many were 
bridges to a new world of the imagination?” the statistician is 
inevitably dumb ; but that is chiefly what we want to know about 
our books, and that is what we cannot find out from figures. We 
can classify issues as finely as we will, we can differentiate between 
class and class, section and section, book and book ; but all to no 
purpose unless we can classify the minds of our readers with like 
— a ludicrous claim even for a librarian. Only under the 

abian State, wherein men’s mental processes are to be as alike as 
— circulatory systems, will such figures be of any qualitative 
ue. 

Issue statistics, then, since they cannot take into account the 
nascent life of books, nor what effects that life will have on others, 
are useful and valuable only as an indication of the sheer bulk of 
work that the library is doing. As a rough guide to the relative 
use made of various classes of books, detailed figures are of some 
value in book-selection ; but they are amenable to only the broadest 
conclusions, even from those with an intimate knowledge of the 
stock, while conclusions drawn from a distance can have no force 
whatever. 

If the views I have outlined on issue statistics are right, and 
I believe they are substantially those held by the majority of 
librarians, then the problem of fiction classification settles itself : 
it is not worth the trouble. Unfortunately, the point at issue is 
not so much a false view of statistics as such, but a false view, which 
is coloured and exaggerated by statistics on the subject, of the whole 
question of fiction-reading. Given this bee in the bonnet, statistics 
can be warped to serve any end and their obvious shortcomings 
ignored. Fiction has been defended so excellently and periodically 
for the past forty years that there is no need for anything further 
on that aspect of the subject here. Our object is rather to discuss 
whether the classification of fiction is worth while as a capitulation 
to our critics, or with the object of falling into line with those 
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libraries in which fiction is already classified: if so, how can it best 
be done, and shall the books be classified in practice on the shelves 
or only on the book-cards and other records for purposes of count- 
ing? I will deal first with the methods employed or suggested. 

Fiction may be classified either by subject, or in its appropriate 
place in the main class Literature, or by a mixture of both methods. 
A great many novels lend themselves very readily to classification 
by their subject, to which they are often very useful contributions. 
Given a little imagination, indeed, it would be perfectly easy to 
classify the fiction stock entirely out of existence. But when a 
librarian has classified his fiction under subject for statistical 
purposes, he must remember that logic is the very bedrock of all 
classification, and proceed to a general annihilation of all the 
form classes—poetry, drama and so on. If his subversive talent 
is applied only to fiction he is illogical, as well as dishonest, for 

try and drama frequently contain much useful information. 

t a pity, for example, to take no account of the biographical 
detail in Shaw’s “St. Joan” or the information about English 
rivers in Drayton’s “ Polyolbion.” To be consistent the former 
would have to rank as a biography and the latter as a gazetteer. 
In short, the pursuance of this idea to its logical conclusion would 
lead to a situation too ridiculous even to be called illogical. Assum- 
ing that logic were abandoned and the scheme applied only to 
fiction, there would still remain the tremendous problem of where 
to leave off. Certainly some fiction would have to be left alone 
and its issue recorded as such; but, once the classification were 
started, this question of a dividing line would present insuperable 
difficulties and would lead in practice, moreover, to bewildering 
anomalies between library and library. But the honesty of the 
whole proceeding is, after all, the main factor, and it is easy to 
demonstrate that such methods are actively deceitful. Let us take 
the hypothetical case of a reader who borrows Naomi Mitchison’s 
“The Conquered” and Dostoieffsky’s “Crime and Punishment,” 
a quite probable combination. Now the first is a remarkable novel 
about ancient Gaul which is distinctly more interesting and, in my 
personal opinion, more valuable as a contribution to history than 
even Caesar’s Commentaries: the second is perhaps the most 
searching analysis of the criminal mind ever penned. Nevertheless, 
these two books are essentially novels, and deceitfulness creeps in 
when their issue is recorded as anything else. Our hypothetical 
reader wanted, and took out, two novels—not a history of ancient 
Gaul and a treatise on criminal psychology—and the main subject 
of bar works ought to be kept entirely subsidiary to their form 
as fiction. 

The classification of fiction by subject in catalogues and reading 
lists only, not for statistical purposes but as an aid to students and 
general readers, is, of course, an entirely different matter, which is 
not within the scope of our subject to-night. Certainly, however, 
it deserves greater attention than it has received, and is worth a 
paper to itself. 

The second method, and the one usually adopted by those 
librarians who classify fiction, is to treat a certain proportion of the 
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fiction stock as a of the main class Literature, and to record its 
issue under this Here again we are confronted with the diffi- 
culty of where to draw the dividing line ; but it is not nearly so 
great as in the former case. In practice, a date is chosen, usually 
about 1850, and the issues of all novels by writers working before 
that date are recorded in the literature class. Although 1850 is 
the most general date selected, it is extremely arbitrary, and among 
the select few behind that barrier we shall find many suspicious 
characters. True, there are Defoe, Swift, Fielding, Scott, the 
Brontes, Dickens, Thackeray and numerous others whose works 
it is reasonable to include as literature, but there are also many 
writers whose books are still read, and even popular, who bear very 
little relation to literature, unless from the historical standpoint ; 
for example, Mrs. Radcliffe, Grace Aguilar, Mrs. Gore, Henry 
Cockton, James Grant and G. P. R. James—the Charles Garvice of 
historical fiction. In addition there are many, such as Galt, Disraeli, 
and Maria Edgeworth, whose claim to the front rank is doubtful, 
or at least no stronger than that of a number of living novelists. 
On the whole, 1830 seems a more suitable date for the dividing line, 
for, while it excludes some important authors, it also excludes the 
ectly third-rate ones mentioned, except for Mrs. Radcliffe. 
er ubiquitous skeletons and mysterious noises in the night should 
do no harm in that select company of the immortals. 

With regard to foreign fiction different principles would have 
to apply, since the circumstances are very different. Appreciation 
of the best foreign fiction always takes a long time to penetrate to 
other countries—the finest of Dostoieffsky’s works, for instance, 
had no English translation for generations. The time limit employed 
in dealing with English authors should, therefore, be considerably 
relaxed, and due regard paid to the standing of an author in his own 
country before being translated. To take a few names at random, 
it is certain that the works of Gogol, Dostoieffsky, Tolstoy and 
Lermontov among the Russians; Balzac, Villiers de I'Isle-Adam, 
and Maupassant among the French; Richter and de la Motte 
Fouqué among the Germans ; Manzoni among the Italians should 
all be included in any literary classification of fiction. The whole 

blem, however, is one that can only be settled by the literary 
. instinct and knowledge of the librarian, coupled with a judicious 
use of handbooks to the various national literatures: Magnus’s 
“ Dictionary of European Literature’ ought to be useful in this 
connection. 

Some librarians classify foreign works in the native tongue in 
the Philology class, apparently on the very unconvincing grounds 
that all who borrow them are learning the language. In point of 
fact, the proper use of any foreign collection worth having involves 
a very extensive knowledge of grammar and vocabulary. Most of 
the people using such a collection are well acquainted with the 
particular language in which they read, and differ little, apart from 
a slightly superior attitude when taking out their books, from the 
readers of ordinary English fiction. Only school editions of easy 
foreign classics, equipped with notes or vocabularies, can be classified 
in the Philology class with any shadow of justification. 
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THE ORDEAL OF CIVILIZATION 
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A further method which has been often suggested, but, so far 
as my knowledge goes, never adopted, is the division of fiction into 
three grades roughly according to quality. The fullest treatment 
of this scheme appears in the late R. G. Williams’s work on book- 
selection, accompanied by suggestive lists to exemplify the three 

. Perhaps the insufficiency of these lists, and the glaring 

k of literary knowledge or critical acumen displayed in their 
compilation, has led to the cold reception of this idea; but the 
application of the suggestion itself for statistical purposes is certainly 
more reasonable than classification by subject and, it seems to me, 
just as reasonable as the other method discussed. It is quite possible 
and feasible to divide fiction into three grades without undue 
arbitrariness. The first grade presents no difficulties whatever—it 
would consist only of those books of established reputation which 
find adequate mention in the standard literary histories (I say 
adequate mention in order to rule out numerous books which are 
damned in sarcastic foot-notes, frequently the best part of literary 
histories). The second grade might consist of the lesser authors of 
the past, together with the most notable recent and living novelists ; 
for example, Hardy, Meredith, Conrad, Wells, Galsworthy, Bennett : 
in short, all authors, however strangly we may believe them to be 

tential classics, upon whose reputation posterity has not yet set 

seal. The problem of which living authors to include is no doubt 
a grave one ; but there does exist, in however nebulous a state, a 
certain standard of judgment whereby the competent librarian ma 
decide on the right lines. The third grade would be as easy to 
as the first, simply comprising everything not included in either 
of the others, and would be, of course, by far the largest class. All 
of the difficulties would arise on the question of the dividing line 
between the second and third grades, and even the most conscientous 
librarian would no doubt suffer from a constant tendency to reduce 
the latter as much as possible. The whole of this scheme, indeed, 
forms a pleasant parallel with Dante’s cosmology, and it is to be 
feared that Grade 3 of our division would be approached in no more 
tolerant a spirit than the third degree of his. 

Leaving open to discussion the manifest difficulties and the 
details of the various methods proposed, it remains to consider 
whether the books shall be classified actually on the shelves or only 
on the records necessary in counting. In considering this question, 
we are involved in what is perhaps the most important function 
the library has to perform, namely, making the best literature, 
particularly imaginative and creative literature, freely accessible 
to the greatest possible number of people. Whatever scheme is 
employed, fiction can be removed from the usual shelves and classified 
elsewhere, or else sorted up into grades ; but either of these measures 
is hopelessly inimical to our ideal of public service with the minimum 
of restrictions and the maximum of unobtrusive help. In the first 
case, the removal of the best fiction from the most frequented part 
of the library means the loss of countless potential contacts with 
fine literature : in the second, the division into grades would strike 
a professorial and didactic note which would repel exactly the 
people we wish to attract. Indeed, any borrower with a grain of 
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humour would take a justifiable delight in mixing up the grades at 
every opportunity. It may be postulated, then, that wherever a 
scheme for the classification of fiction is employed it should be 
—— only to book-cards and other necessary records, and that 
the fiction should be left in its usual order on the usual shelves. 

To sum up: firstly, I have tried to show in the early part of 
this paper that nearly every book, whatever its kind, differs so 
greatly in function, appeal, and effect according to different cir- 
cumstances that detailed issue statistics are of little value from the 
qualitative point of view; while it is patent that they have no 
relation to the quantitative standpoint. It follows, then, that any 
further pursuit of detail would lend no more precision to the 
statistical estimates of our work. 

Secondly, the classification of fiction for statistical ends is so 
liable to personal caprice that its general adoption is unlikely to 
lead to any closer standardization of practice than we have at 
= The only way to attain uniformity of practice would be 

every librarian to submit to the rulings of some central authority, 
such as a select committee on the subject, and it cannot possibly 
be maintained that the question is pressing enough for that. 

Thirdly, the matter is one of internal economy which, if it 
affected the public service at all, would affect it adversely, since 
the time and labour expended in fiction classification could always 
and everywhere be devoted to more direct and useful public service. 

The final and, it seems to me, the most important point is 
that such measures, on whatever scale or by whatever means they 
are carried out, savour of an apology for some part of our work of 
which we have reason to be ashamed, and wish to disguise. Knowing 
that this is not the case, shall we not ignore misinformed criticism, 
scorn all such evasive methods of reply, and carry on with the 
certainty that the body of work represented by the fiction issues is 
as good and sound as any other we are doing ? 


THE CLASSIFICATION OF LOCAL 
COLLECTIONS. 
By James Ormerop, F.L.A., Sub-Librarian, Derby. 
In The Library World for December and January I had the pleasure 
of describing a new classification for local collections, with special 
reference to British counties. 
On that occasion I tried to show that the notation of such a 
classification should provide symbols for marking— 
1 The county. 
2 The name of the district, town, or place in the 
county. 
3 The subject of the book. 
omitting and 97 for the ited States :— 
re. 
52 Nottinghamshire. 
or, alternatively, a letter and one taken from the Cutter-Sanborn 
three-figure alphabetic order ? 


P.S. KING & SON, LTD. 


AN ECONOMIST’S PROTEST 
By Epwin Cannan, Emeritus Professor of Political Economy 


in the University of London. Demy 8vo. 460 pp. Cloth, 18s. 
This is a selection of over a hundred articles and letters, many hitherto unpublished, written 
from 1914 to 1926, and indicating the attitude of an economist to the events and opinions "of those 
eventful years. A certain unity is given to the whole by the human interest which is felt in watching 
a single man struggling against the current of the popular beliefs of the moment. 
MODERN MONETARY SYSTEMS 
By BERTRAND NoGaAro, Professeur 4 la Faculté de Droit de 


de Paris. Translated into English. Demy 


Cloth, 

Extract the Introduction :~This book is ‘‘ intended to an explanation of monetary 

phenomena to-day which shall be consistent with the truths bt Sona science. The first part 

7 an historical account of monetary systems and of ro operation. In the second and 
ts an attempt will be made to deduce the theoretical onclusions and to work out some 

of their implications in practice.” 


THE HERRING AND THE HERRING FISHERIES 
By James Travis Jenkins, D.Sc., Ph.D. Demy 8vo. 200 Ep. 


With coloured frontispiece and 13 plates. Cloth, 
This book will be found indispensable as a work of reference by all branches of the fish trade, 
and of very considerable interest to naturalists and the public generally. 


CREDIT AND CURRENCY, NATIONAL AND 

INTERNATIONAL 

Rev. WALTER GOODLIFFE, M.A., a 
olar of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge Demy 8vo. 

200 pp. Cloth, 8s. 6d. 


THE LAW OF THE PRESS 
By Tuomas Dawson, Barrister-at-Law. Demy 8vo. 
Cloth, 1 

Thi "4 tended primaril: hand of for writers, publishers, ters and 
books, newspa iodicals or otherwise. It is hoped t the book may also be of some use to 
members of the Stee pootersion as a digest of the law ot the bok with which it deals. 

PARLIAMENT AND WAR: THE RELATION OF THE BRITISH 

PARLIAMENT TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF FOREIGN POLICY IN CON- 
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By Francis RosEBRO FLournoy, Ph.D. Demy 8vo. 300 PP. 
Cloth, 
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D4 Derbyshire. 
N9 Nottinghamshire. 

These marks were followed by Cutter-Sanborn numbers for 
the names of special districts, towns, villages, rivers, etc. :— 

61 

51 B45 Belper. 

51 D42 Derby. 

51 D43 Derwent river. 
51 P35 Peak district. 

The literature of particular places was further sub-divided by 
subjects, six methods being described for this purpose. Of the six 
I naturally prefer the two-figure decimal table which I specially 
designed for the Derbyshire collection ; because it is more scientific 
than a mere alphabetic arrangement :—- 

00-09 General works. 

10-19 Science. 

20-29 Technology. 

30-39 Sociology. 

40-49 History and description. 
50-59 Biography and genealogy. 
60-69 Fine arts. 

70-79 Language and literature. 
80-89 Philosophy. 

90-99 Religion. 

It is not on this method, however, that I wish to dwell now ; 
but on the alphabetic method, based on the A.L.A. List of Subject 
Headings for Use in Dictionary Catalogues, described on page 172. 
I there made the suggestion that this list would serve admirabl 
for the purpose of grouping the books by subject under towns, if 
the headings were reduced to 100 and fitted with a two-figure decimal 
notation. Having been requested by an American correspondent 
to draw up such a numbered list, I submit the following. Most of 
the headings have been taken from the A.L. A. List but a few have 
been added from other sources, chiefly from the card catalogue 
of the Bemrose Library in the Derby Public Library :— 

01 Acts of Parliament (General). 
Administration. See Government. 
02 Agriculture. 
Almanacs. See Yearbooks. 
03 Amusements and sports. 
Annuals. See Yearbooks. 
04 Antiquities. 
05 Architecture. 
06 Army. 
07 Art. 


09 Baths. 
10 Bibliography. 
11 Biography. 
Birds. See Zoology. 


| 
Asylums. See Hospitals and asylums. 
Ballads. See Poetry. 
08 Banks. 


 |VERNIER 


The STEEL Shelving 


| for the Modern Library 


GLASGOW 
adopted Vernier for all their latest 
District Libraries at Shettleston, 
Partick, Cathcart, Govan and 
Whiteinch. Also installed Vernier 
Rolling Stacks in the Mitchell. 


LEEDS 
adopted Vernier for their latest 
Branch Libraries at Burley, Comp- 
ton Road and Bramley. 


** BIRMINGHAM 
adopted Vernier for their branches 
under re-arrangement at Blooms- 
bury and Constitution Hill. 


LANCASHIRE COUNTY 
adopted Vernier for the Central 
Depository and their branches at 
Morecambe and Ramsbottom. 


ALMOST A SUPER-INVENTION, REMARKABLY 
INGENIOUS, ORIGINAL AND EFFECTIVE. 


Success follows Success. The Vernier is by far the best made Steel Library 
Shelving, with practical advantages over all other forms. It has all the refine- 
ments of manufacture, in rounded and flanged brackets, rounded uprights, 
countersunk label holders, tier and case guides, etc., with a maximum shelf 
fairway unobstructed at the ends. Its close positive adjustment of one-eighth 
inch has a locking action which protects it from disturbance. 


LONDON 
Libraries adopted Vernier at :— 
Bethnal Green, Fulham, Hamp- 
stead, Limehouse, Paddington, 
Wandsworth, Whitechapel, etc. 


NOTTINGHAM 
adopted Vernier for all their latest 
branches at Bulwell, Lenton, 
Vernon Park, and the Southern 


Library. 

BERMONDSEY 
adopted Vernier for Central and 
Rotherhithe. 


COUNTY LIBRARIES 
adopt Vernier at Fife, Midlothian, 
Musselburgh, etc. 


BOOKSELLERS ALSO ADOPT VERNIER. 
Messrs. Myers of New Bond Street are installing Vernier Rolling Stacks. 


Nine Out of Every Ten 
New Libraries instal Vernier Steel Shelving 


Full Particulars and Ulustrations on Application 


LIBRACO LIMITED 
62 Cannon Street, London 


: 
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21 Charters. 
Church history. See Religious affairs. 
22 Churches, i.¢., Church buildings. 
Civic functions. See Ceremonies. 


26 Crime and criminals. 
Customs. See Social life and customs. 
27 Deeds. 
28 Description and travel. 
29 Dialects. 
30 Directories and gazetteers. 
31 Drama. 
32 Education. 
33 Elections. 
34 Electricity supply. 
35 Epidemics. 
36 Exhibitions and shows. 
Families. See 
37 Fairs and Markets. 
38 Fiction. 
39 Finance. 
40 Fire and fire prevention. 
41 Floods. 
Flora and fauna. See Botany; Zoology. 
42 Folklore. 
Fossils. See Palaeontology. 
43 Freemasons. 
44 Friendly societies. 
Games. See Amusements and sports. 
Gardens. See Parks and gardens. 
Gazetteers. See Directories and gazetteers. 
45 Genealogy. 
token” See Description and travel. 


Government. 
Guide books. See Description and travel. 
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13 and wards. 
14 Bridges. 
15 Business. 
16 Canals. 
Celebrations. See Ceremonies. 
17 Cemeteries. 
18 Census. 
19 Ceremonies. 
20 Charities. 
23 Clubs. 
Coins. See Numismatics. 
24 Collections. 
25 Courts. 
48 Guilds. 
Health. See Sanitary affairs. 
49 Heraldry. 
50 Historic houses. 


LIBRARY 
PLANNING 


By Wa ter A. Briscog 
City Librarian, Nottingham 
Price, 8s.6d. net. 


fon FREDERIC KENYON, British Museum 
Pubic writes to the A 
on as 
follows 


HARRODS 
LIBRARY 


is offering recently 
published Literature 
at 


50%, to 80", 


below cost of 
New Copies 


HARRODS LTD 
KNIGHTSBRIDGE 
LONDON - SW I 


O not fail to 

visit us at the 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
CONFERENCE AT EDIN- 
BURGH where we shall 


be showing a varied selection of + oo 2 
GOOD BOOKS AT REDUCED PRICES 


W. H. SMITH & SON 


LIBRARY DEPT., STRAND HOUSE, LONDON, W.C.2 
SPECIAL CONFERENCE LISTS FREE 


: There is a ‘* BOOK 
: SHOW” all the year 
' in our Library Show- 
: room at Strand House, 
London (Entrance ‘B,’ 
: Portugal St.)—just off 
: Kingsway. 

: It will pay you to come 
and look round. 


planning was impressed upon ommi 
on whic I have been sitting, and your book ee 
will go far towards supplying the same. The ies Ey 
multitude of plans useful, while 
park meaner will help to make the plans ae. 
rt to those who are not accustomed to ee 
the study of plans. The specifications also es 
will be very helpful to those who have to draft a 
similar documents." 
GRAFTON & CO. 
51 GREAT RUSSELL STREET ny 
LONDON, W.C.1. 
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and 
Ospl 
53 Hotels, taverns, inns. 
54 Housing. 
55 Industries. 
Inns. See Hotels, taverns, inns. 
56 Institutions. 
57 Labour and labouring classes. 
58 Land. 
59 Lighting. 
60 Lighting. 
Local government. See Government. 
61 Maps. 
Medals. See Numismatics. 
62 Meteorology. 
Militia. See Army. 
63 Mineralogy. 
64 Monuments and memorials, 
Muniments. See Records. 


Natural history. See Botany ; Zoology. 
68 Newspapers. 
69 Numismatics. 
70 Palaeontology. 


71 Parks and gardens. 
Paving. See Streets. 


Plagues. See Epidemics. 
73 Poetry. 
74 Police. 
75 Politics. 
Poll books. See Elections. 
76 Poor. 
77 Portraits. 
78 Prisons. 
Public health. See Sanitary affairs. 
79 Railways. 
80 Records. 
81 Registers. 
82 Religious affairs. 
83 Roads. 
Royal visits. See Ceremonies. 
84 Sanitary affairs. 
85 Satire and humour. 
86 Schools. 
Shows. See Exhibitions and shows. 
87 Social life and customs. 
88 Societies. 
Sports and pastimes. See Amusements. 
89 Statistics. 


65 Museums. 
66 Music. 
72 Periodicals. 


HIGHER, SECONDARY AND ADULT EDUCATION. 
THE STANDARD HANDBOOKS. 


THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS YEAR BOOK Last Edition A 1927 
THE SCHOOLMASTERS YEAR BOOK es, o y, 1926 
THE GIRLS’ SCHOOL YEAR BOOK November, 1926 
THE DIRECTORY OF WOMEN TEACHERS, Last Edition, July, 1927 
THE HANDBOOK AND DIRECTORY OF ADULT EDUCATIO 

Last Edition, June, 1926 
Reading down in the above order, Prices 10/6, 35/-, 7/6, 25/-, 3 _—— 
Dates of next editions: April, 1928; May, 1 ; Novem 1927; 


July, 1929; January, 1928. 
H. F. W. DEANE & SONS THE YEAR BOOK PRESS LTD. 
31 MUSEUM STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 


They have to wait 


who only stand and serve— We go further. 


Amongst our Customers our Library Service is famous for Efficiency and Intelligent Selection, 
for Inside Knowledge of Library Requirements and Voluminous Cataloguing—in other words, 
for a Gomplete Library Service. 

If our latest Supplement to Catalogue of Dept. No.1 has not reached you, send for it~Q2 pages 
cramful of owr latest offers ( New and Second-hand) in Fiction, Essays, General Literature, Poetry 
and Biography. 


Foyle’s Libraries Dept., 


NO EXTRA CHARGE 
OFTHE. FOR BINDINGS WITH BINDERS 
™—' DECORATED BACKS 


The “DUNN DECORATOR” 


‘We shall be surprised if this machine does not 
inaugurate an important step in the evolution 
of bookbinding machinery.” — BRITISH AND 
CoLONIAL PRINTER AND STATIONER —/une 


16th, 1927. 
DUNN & WILSON, Ltd. 
| LEVUE WORKS, FALKIRE | 
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90 Streets. 
91 Taxation. 
92 Theatres. 
93 Tramways. 

Travel. See Description and travel. 
94 Trials. 

Views. See i and travel. 


Volunteers. See y. 
Voters. See Elections. 
Water supply. 
96 Wills. 
Wit and humour. See Satire and humour. 
97 Year books. 
98 Books by local authors, A-Z. 
99 Books printed or published locally, A-Z by 
ma towns, — and dates. 
t is n to add another heading at any time, arrange 
it in alphabetical or er and add a third figure :-— 
77 ~©Portraits. 


78 Prisons. 
The last two numbers are reserved for books by local authors, 
and books printed locally other than those about the county or town. 
The following examples show how the marks should be applied :— 
52 Nottinghamshire—Geology. 
46 Carr, J. W., ed. 
A contribution to the geology and natural 
history of Nottinghamshire. 1893. 
Nottingham— Charters. 


N92 Heathcote, C., ed. and ir. 

21 An English translation of the charter of Henry 
VI. to the burgesses of Nottingham. [1807]. 

§2 Nottingham— History. 

Blackner, J. 

51 The history of Nottingham. 1815. 

52 Nottingham— Registers. 

N92 Phillimore, W. P. W., and Ward, J. 

81 Nottingham parish registers. Marriages. 1900. 

2 v. 

52 Nottingham—Religious affairs. 

N92 Godfrey, J. T., and Ward, J. 

82 The history of Friar Lane Baptist church, 


Nottingham. 1903. 

It will be seen that by marking with this table all the subject 
entries follow automatically the alphabetical order of their sub- 
headings—Charters, History, Registers, etc. This makes marking 
easy, and simplifies the arrangement on the shelves ; but of course 
it separates related subjects, and is so far inferior to the systematic 
schemes described in my previous article. It is, however, a useful 
application of an existing piece of cataloguing practice, and may be 
welcome on that account to many. The present headings are for 
an inland county or city. A county with a coast-line would need 
Coasts, Docks, Harbours, Navy, Piers, etc., in addition to, or in 
place of some of, these. 


772 Pottery. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION FIFTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE, EDINBURGH. 
PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26ru. 

MORNING. 


Registration at Office in front corridor of Conference Hall. 

Opening of Exhibition in Rainy Hall. 

11.0 Meeting of L.A. Council for 1926-27 and of Council 
for 1927-28. 

Visits to places of interest in Edinburgh for delegates not 
otherwise engaged. 

‘pal and Libr Joint S 
unicipal a ounty Librarians Joint Section. 

Opening of Section. 

Municipal and County Libraries: a comparison, with some 
suggestions. Paper by Mr. Edgar Osborne, B.A., County 
Librarian, Derbyshire. 

Experiments in Co-operation. Paper by Mr. John D. Cowley, 
M.A., County Librarian, Lancashire. 

Visits to places of interest in Edinburgh for Overseas Delegates. 

EVENING. 

Civic Reception by the Lord Provost and Magistrates of 

Edinburgh in the Usher Hall. 


MornInc. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 

Induction of the President, the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, 
by the retiring President. 

Introduction of Overseas Visitors. 

Greetings. 

What Public Libraries are Trying to Doin Canada. Paper 
by Dr. George H. Locke, Librarian, Public Library, Toronto. 

The National Library of Scotland. Paper by William K. 
Dickson, LL.D., Librarian. 

The Library Association: a record of fifty years. Paper by 
the Hon. Secretary. [Paper to be printed, circulated and 
taken as read.] 

AFTERNOON. General Session. 

[To be held in Room 12 at the Heriot-Watt College, Chambers 
Street, opposite the Royal Scottish Museum, and near 
the University and the Public Library.) 

On the Teaching of Book Reading. Paper by Mr. Maurice 
Marston, Secretary, National Book Council. 

The Planning of a Great Library. Lantern Lecture by Prof. 
Andrew Keogh, Librarian, Yale University. 

International Co-operation Section. 

[To be held in the Small Room at the Conference Hall.] 

Council on International Co-operation. 

County Librarians Section. 

Some Difficulties and Developments in County Library Work. 
Paper by Miss S. Faith Fergusson, County Librarian, 
Worcestershire. 


| 
| 
a 
: 
| 
| 
| 


24 Tue Lisrary Wortp 


"Allred Opiivie: County Libearion, 


EVENING. 

The President’s Address. 

A Talk on American Libraries. Lantern Lecture by Mr. 
Carl H. Milam, Secretary, American Library Association. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28rx. 
General Session. 

Discussion on Report of the Departmental Committee on 
Libraries. Opener: Sir Frederic Kenyon, Chairman of the 
Committee. 

The summary of recommendations on pp. 203-214 will 
be considered paragraph by paragraph, excepting par. 40-46 
(about the Central Library for Students), which will be con- 
sidered on Thursday afternoon. 
AFTERNOON. 

Lunch of County Librarians Section. 

Visit to Library of Edinburgh University. 
EVENING. 

Reception in Parliament House, National Library of Scotland, 
Advocates’ Library, the Signet Library, and the S.S.C. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 
MoRNING. General Session. 

The Place of the High School Library in a National Library 
Service. Paper by Miss May Ingles, Librarian, High School 
Library, Omaha. 

Methods of Library Extension in Cleveland. Paper —— 
Linda A. Eastman, Librarian, Cieveland Public Library, 
Ohio. 

How Reading can be Encouraged in Rural Areas. Paper by 
Mr. Milton J. Ferguson, State Librarian, California State 
Library, Sacramento. 

AFTERNOON. General Session. 

The Central Library for Students. Paper by Lt.-Col. Luxmoore 
Newcombe, Librarian, Central Library for Students. [Paper 
to be printed, circulated, and taken as read.] 

The Small Library made Effective. Paper by Miss Kate 
E. Pierce, Librarian, Public Library, Kettering. 

In connection with these two papers par. 40-46 (pp. 210- 

211) of the Departmental Committee’s Report will be discussed. 

County Librarians Section. 

[Papers not yet arranged.] 

EVENING. 
Annual Dinner of the Association. 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 
MORNING AND AFTERNOON. 
Excursion to Scott Country. 
EVENING. 
Annual Business Meeting. 


Library 


Tue Lisrary Wortp 2 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER Isr. 
Visit of Overseas Delegates and Members of the Council of the 
L.A. to Dunfermline by invitation of the Dunfermline Town 
Council and the Carnegie Dunfermline Trustees. 


LIST OF OVERSEAS DELEGATES. 


NoTE.—Visitors from overseas who wrote before June 30th, or 
whose names were sent in by Mr. Faxon, A.L.A. Travel Com- 
mittee, are included in this list. Any intending visitor who 
does not find his or her name on the list is requested to inform 
Mr. Savage, Central Public Library, George IV. Bridge, 
Edinburgh, immediately. Errors of description should also be 
notified. The abbreviations in square brackets indicate the 
Hotels in Edinburgh where accommodation for visitors has 
been reserved: [C.}] Caledonian Hotel, [N.B.] North British 
Hotel, [0.W.] Old Waverley Hotel, and [Rox.] Roxburghe 
Hotel. If no such mark appears, no accommodation has been 
reserved. 


AUSTRALIA. 
Leeson, Miss Ida, B.A., Principal Accessions Officer, New South Wales 
P.L. ; and Miss Florence Birch (Representing the P.L.of N.S.W.) [0.W.] 
BELGIUM. 
Kalken, F. van, Université Libre de Bruxelles, 14 Rue des Sols, Brussels ; 
and Mme. Kalken. (Representing University of Brussels.) [O.W.] 
CANADA. 
Locke, Dr. George H., Toronto P.L., ex-President A.L.A. (Designated 
by the A.L.A.) [C.] 


CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 
Tobolka, Zdenek Vaclav, Director of the Lib. of the Czecho-Slovak 
Parliament ; and son. [Rox.] 


DENMARK. 
Drachmanpn, A. G., University Lib., Copenhagen. [Rox.] 
ar Oskar, Industrial Lib., Copenhagen; and Mrs Thyregod. 
FRANCE. 
Huchet, Mile. C., Libarian, l'Heure Joyeuse, 3, Rue Boutebrie, Paris. 
(Designated by the City of Paris.) [Garscube Terrace]. 
Lemaitre, Henri, Rédacteur en chef de la Revue des Bibliothéques ; 
Bibliothécaire honoraire 4 la Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris. 
Lescure, Pierre de, l’administrateur-délégué, Office Central de Librairie 
et de Bibliographie, Paris. ([C.] 
Parsons, Miss Mary, Resident Director, Paris School of Librarians. [Rox.] 
GERMANY. 
Fritz, Prof. Dr. Gottlieb, Director, State Lib., Berlin ; President of the 
Aectetion of German Librarians. (Designated by the Association.) 
Jargens, Dr. Adolf, ee Notgemeinschaft der Deutschen Wissen- 
schaft, Berlin. (N.B.] 
Kriss, Dr. Hugo, Director General, Prussian State Libraries ; and Mrs, 
Kriss. (N.B.] 
Neukircher, Miss Susanne, Librarian, Stadtische Volksbucherei, Frank- 
fort-on-the-Main. 
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HOLLAND. 

Clercq, Miss E. de, Chief Librarian, Openbare Leeszaal, Utrecht. 
(Designated by Centrale Vereenigning voor Openbare Leeszalen en 
Bibliotheken.) [O0.W.] 

er Miss N. Snouck, Librarian, Openbare Leeszaal, Dordrecht. 


ITALY. 
Fago, Dr. Vincenzo, Librarian, R. Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale Vittorio 
manuele, Rome; and Director of the International Exchange 
mB (Designated by the Minister for Public Instruction, Italy.) 


a Vittorio Sigfrido, Rome. [N.B.] 
Gregori, Dr. Luigi de, Librarian, Biblioteca Casanatense, Rome. 
(Designated by the Minister for Public Italy.) ‘IN. 
Hodgson, James G., — Internat. Institute of Agriculture, Villa 
Umberto, Rome. [N.B.]} 
NORWAY. 
Munthe, Dr. William, Librarian of the State and University Lib., Oslo. [C.] 


SWEDEN. 
Collin, Dr. Isak, Librarian, Royal Library, Stockholm ; and Mrs Collijn. 


UNITED 
Ahern, Miss Mary Eileen, Editor of ‘ Libraries,” 216, W. Monroe Street, 
Chicago. [C.} 
Allen, Miss Marina D., Grand Rapids P.L., Michigan. [O.W.] 
Badcock, Mrs. Mabel A., General Assistant, Russell Sage Foundation 
Lib., New York. te 
Baker, Miss Mary E., Librarian, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 


Barrow, Miss A. Mabel, Brooklyn P.L.; and Miss Trotman C. Barrow. 
(4, Palmerston Road. ] 

Belden, Dr. Charles F. D., Director, Boston P.L.; ex-President A.L.A. 
(Designated by the Boston P.L.) [Rox.] 

Bertram, James, Secretary, Carnegie Corporation, New York. 

ee +4 Margaret, Washington County Free Lib., Hagerstown, 

ad. [(0.W.} 

Bishop, Dr. W. W., Librarian, Michi University General Lib., Ann 
Arbor; ex-President A.L.A.; and Mrs. Bishop. (Designated by the 
A.L.A.) [N.B.] 

Bostwick, Dr. Arthur E., Librarian and Sec., St. Louis - and Director, 
St. Louis Lib. School, St. Louis ; ex- President A.L.A 

Bowker, R. R., Editor Library Journal” ; ex- President A.L.A. ; 
Trustee Brooklyn P.L.; and Mrs. Bowker. (Designated by Brooklyn 
P.L.) [C.] 

Colvin, Miss Mary P., Gilbertville P.L., Mass. [O.W.] 

Decker, Miss Cora M., Scranton P.L., Pa. [O.W.} 

Dewey, Dr. Melvil, Lake Placid Club. 

Dice, J. Howard, University of Pittsburgh Lib., Pittsburgh, rm (N.B.) 

Dougherty, Miss Anna R., Free Lib., Philadelphia, Pa. [N.B.] 

Dunn, Miss M. Agatha, Brooklyn [4, Palmerston Road.]} 

Earl, Mrs. Elizabeth Claypool, President, Indiana Lib. and Historical 
Dep., State House, Ind. [N.B.] 

Eastman, Miss Linda A., Librarian, Cleveland P.L. (Designated by 
Cleveland P.L.) [C.] 

Eurich, E. F., Member of A.L.A. [C.] 

Faxon, Frederick W., 83, Francis Street, Boston, Mass.; and Mrs. 
Faxon. [N.B.]} 

Ferguson, Milton J., California State Lib., Sacramento; and Mrs. and 
Miss Ferguson. (N.B 

Gates, Miss Christina, Assistant, Ferguson Lib., Stamford, Conn. [O.W.] 

Goddard, Wm. D., Librarian, Woburn P.L., Mass. [O.W. 

Goldstein, Miss Fanny, West End Branch Lib., Boston, Mass. (N.B. 

Green, Miss Hilda W., Librarian, Bushwick Branch, Brooklyn P. 


and friend. [(N.B.] 
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, Miss Winifred, Editor, Union List of Serials in Libraries of the 

United States and Canado. (The H. W. Wilson Co.) [N.B.] 
Haugh, Miss Mary Teresa, Children’s Librarian, New York P.L. [O.W.] 
Holland, Miss Mary E., Assistant, City Lib., Manchester, N.H. [0.W.] 


[0.W.} 
ae ON. = Julia A., Supervisor of Staff Instruction, Brooklyn 


Horton, Brooklyn P.L. [O.W.} 

Hussey, E. B., Library Bureau, N. York. [Rox.] 

Ingles, Miss May, Head Librarian, Omaha Technical High School, Omaha, 
Nebraska. [O.W.] 

Jackson, Miss Isabel, Tomkins Sq. Branch Lib., New York P.L. [0.W.] 

Keogh, Prof. Andrew, Librarian, Yale University Lib. [C.] 

Keppel; Dr. Frederic, Carnegie ‘Corporation of New York. 

Kerns, Mrs. Sara Jordan, Chicago P.L. [O.W.] 

Kniss, Miss Bonnie, Chicago P.L. [0.W.] 

Kniss, Miss Dorothy, 4,246, Sheridan Road, Chicago. [Q.W.] 

Loeber, Miss R. Elsa, Lib. of the Chamber of Commerce of the State of 
New York. 

McMahon, Miss Lillian J., Carroll Pk. Branch Lib., Brooklyn, N.Y. [C. 

Meyer, Dr. H. H. B., Director, Legislative Reference Service, Lib. 
Congress, Washington, D.C.; ex-President, A.L.A.; President of the 
Bibliographical Society of America. (Representing Lib. of Congress.) 


Milam, Carl H., eg | of the A.L.A. (Designated by the A.L.A.); 
and Mrs. Milam. [(N.B.] 

Moore, Miss Anne Carroll, Supervisor of Work with Children, New York, 
P.L.; President, New York Lib. Club. [C.] 

Phelps, Miss E. M., Secretary of the H. W. Wilson Co. [N.B.] 

— Miss Caroline B., Chestnut Hill Branch, Free Lib., Philadelphia. 
[C.} 

Pirkner, Miss Eleanor A., South Branch Lib., 4th Ave., Brooklyn, 
N.Y. [N.B.] 

Porter, Mrs. Cora Case, Muskogee P.L., Oklahama. [N.B.] 

Richardson, Dr. Ernest Cushing, Emeritus Professor and Hon. Director 
of the University, Princeton, N.J. ; — L. Consultant 
in Bibliography and Research, Library of ; and Mrs. 
Richardson. (Designated by Library of B) 

Roberts, Miss Etta M., Wheeling P.L., West Va. [O.W.] 

Robinson, Miss Lydia G., Chicago P. 4 [O.W.} 

Robinson, ra Sylvia, Cataloguer, Brooklyn P.L. [0.W.] 

Roden, Carl Director, Chicago P.L.; President, A.L.A.; and Mrs. 
and Miss Roden (Designated by the A.L.A.) ar 4 

Rohrer, Miss Margt., R.F.D., 7, Hagerstown, Md. B.] 

Rose, Miss Alice L., 601, W. i9ist Street, New York. NO. 

Semler, Miss Mame E Washington County Free Lib erstown, 

d. 

Shellenberger, Miss Grace, Davenport P.L., Iowa; and Mrs. D. E. 
Graham (sister). [Rox.] 

=, = Miss H. Mary, Librarian, Coyle Free Lib., Chambersburg, 

[0.W.} 

Stuyvesant, E., New York P.L. 

Utley, George B., Librarian, a Lib., Chicago; ex-President 
A.L.A.; and Mrs. Utley. [N.B.] 

=> John T., jr., Law Librarian, Lib. of Congress, Washington, 


Wappat, Me. Blanche K. S., Librarian, Carnegie Institute of Technology, 
Pittsburgh. [C.] 

Watson, Miss Mary L., assistant, Newberry Lib., Chicago, Ill. Wy. 

Weiberzahl, Miss Anna F., Elmwood Branch P.L., East As 
[O.W. 

Librarian, Free Lib., Orange, N.J. [0.W.] 

Wesson, Miss Grace Edwards, Orange, N.J. [0.W.} 
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CONFERENCE NOTES AND NEWS. 
MemBERs of the Library Association intending to be present at 
the Conference are particularly requested to notify the Hon. 
Secretary or Mr. Savage, if they have not already done so. The 
imi programme and other papers will be sent only to those 
who have sent in their names. 


The Hon. Secretary of the L.A. has received notification from 
the Minister of Health that he will sanction the payment of expenses 
for two delegates from each public library authority whose accounts 
are subject to government audit. 


Application should be made to the Hon. Secretary for vouchers 
which will entitle delegates to reduced railway terms of a single 
fare and one-third for the return journey. The concession of these 
terms covers the dates September 24th to Monday, October 3rd. 


Special interest will be taken in the visit of Dr. Tobolka, from 
Prague, because it is circumstantially reported that Czecho-Slovakia 
has the best read population in the world. Official statistics (1925) 
of this country show that over 18 volumes per caput are issued, a 
figure not nearly approached in this country. For every 894 inhabi- 
tants there is a public library, and for every hundred inhabitants 
44 volumes. There are 8,005 Czech libraries and 2,842 German 
libraries (in Czecho-Slovakia). These figures are extraordinary ; 
but considered in connection with the extensive bookselling agencies 
in the country are very remarkable indeed. Mr. Carl Milam, who 
visited Prague last year, was much impressed by the number of 
libraries, bookshops and the widespread love of reading in Czecho- 
Slovakia. 

Dr. Tobolka will attend the Conference as the President of the 
Czecho-Slovakian Library Association and as the representative 
of the Ministry of Education of his country. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


DEAR ARISTONYMOUS, 
Our JouRNALISM. 

Do not let the wailings of Messrs. Powell and Savage on the 
dearth of ideals in British library journalism be a cause of tears. 
From my acquaintance, admittedly slight, with these two Olympians 
I am sure they would be the first to agree that library periodicals 
reflect the library atmosphere in which they live. Moreover, if they 
are dissatisfied with them, they know the remedy. If only our 
distinguished directors of large libraries would lay aside their 
magnificence for ten minutes every day, in order to write a few lines 
for the said library journals, perhaps their ideals would again become 
apparent. On the other hand, perhaps they wouldn’t. Neverthe- 
less, I share with those who have been wise enough to read them 
their appreciation of the valuable notes by Messrs. Powell and 
Savage of which the Carnegie Trust have so generously given me a 
copy ; they form an interesting supplement to the A.L.A. Survey. 

I would venture a somewhat obvious, but quit: serious and 
respectful 


Telephone 484 Established over years. an 


STARR’S 
LIBRARY BINDINGS 


ONE QUALITY—THE BEST (the cheapest). 
POINTS TO Method of sewing to the 


Paper, including GUARDED EVER 
NOTICE. overcasting, etc. 
Split Boards. Holland Joints. Real Pigskin. 
Bancroft Buckram. First-class Forwarding 
and Finishing. 


42 SEND FOR PRICE LIST AND COMPARE— 


J. STARR & SONS, LTD. 


DAWBER STREET WORKS, 


Offices: WALLGATE. 


Wholesale Warehouses: ROWBOTTOM SQUARE. WIGAN, Lancs. 


BOOK-AUCTION RECORDS 


A PRICED AND ANNOTATED QUARTERLY 
RECORD OF LONDON, EDINBURGH, 
GLASGOW AND DUBLIN 
BOOK-AUCTIONS. 


The indispensable Guide to the Current Values of Old Books, 
each volume giving upwards of 15,000 quotations. 


Subscription, <-3@©)/= net per annum, Post Free. | 


Either in 4 Quarterly Parts, or as 
a cloth bound Annual Volume. 


Vol. 24 (Season 1926-27) :— Part II. now ready; Part ITI. early in Sept. 
The last Complete Volume is Vol. 23 (Season 1925-26). 


Apply for Prospectus to: 


HENRY STEVENS SON & STILES 


(Sole Proprietors and Publishers) 
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SUGGESTION TO THE CARNEGIE TRUSTEES 
that, now we have had a general survey of the various branches 
of American polity, we should be glad to have details. All of the 
delegates, quite frankly, declare that their observations are super- 
ficial, and one of them, if I remember aright (I read their accounts 
for my own amusement and not to write about them, and, having 
lent my copy to a member of my staff, cannot at this moment 
verify—I say this because a librarian of all people ought to be exact), 
points out that the visit was made in the summer, and therefore 
normal activities, which are winter ones, were not in progress. 
The Trust have indicated their intention to make such visits of 
British librarians to America annual events, or have suggested that 
this may be their intention ; and I would suggest that, inspiring 
and stimulating as is a general summer perambulation of ninety- 
three libraries and library schools, which Mr. Charles Nowell managed 
to do in about a month, it is really impossible to carry away more 
than vague ideas about them from such an express journey. We 
needed that general view, however, and it has been abundantly 
worth while. We want now to persuade the Trustees to send certain 
selected persons to examine certain selected libraries, and to work 
for at least a month in each. What would be learned thus is not 
only what the principal or branch librarians declare to be their 
policy—vide the statement in the Powell-Savage notes (which they 
disproved) that “‘ every book was read before being included in the 
purchase lists "—they would also learn how the library as an 
organism tackles its various problems. Such a visit would be 
invaluable, and should be taken first by such men as Messrs. Headicar 
and Sanderson, who are teaching librarians over here. The actual 
methodology of any great library can only be learned by working 
in the library. Please do not misunderstand me : I do not mean that 
LIBRARIANS EXAGGERATE 
or misrepresent their methods, as the book-selection remark referred 
to would seem to indicate. I don’t believe that, in the case in 
question, the statement was meant to mislead. But it must be 
remembered that library policy in a large system as laid down by 
the “ chief’ is in a manner filtered through many workers in the 
system, and what actually happens at the library counters and in 
the cataloguing rooms is not always exactly what the chief believes 
to be happening. At least this is so in details, even if the general 
policy of the commander is scrupulously observed. This leads me 
to a distraction that has interested me of late. Have you ever 


heard of 
THE SNOBBERY OF CENTRAL LIBRARIES 

in your long career? A central library is the power-house of a well- 
organised system: the direction, book-selection, cataloguing, and 
all the “‘ building-up ” processes are centred in it. It contains, too, 
the reference library which is the intellectual axle upon which every 
great library system revolves. Hence there is a natural competition 
on the part of assistants to work at the central library, and relega- 
tion to a branch is regarded as a reduction in rank. I am led to 
these remarks by the recent appointment of several branch librarians 
at Leeds at £260 per annum each, and by an advertisement for one 
at Croydon at £250 (‘‘ subject to deductions for superannuation ’’). 
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These salaries are, I suppose, meant to be good ones; but 
recently Croydon advertised for a Librarian-in-Charge of the 
Central Lending Library (a department, mark you, not a series of 
departments, as at a Branch) at £300. The inference, surely, is that 
the branch library matters less than the central! I want to argue 
the matter. 

The public sit in judgment on a library system from the point 
of view of the service they get from it. They are not concerned with 
the excellence of the organization except in so far as it gives them 
excellent service in their own district. In short, for most people in 
the large city, their ideas of library service are based upon the branch 
library they habitually use. The moral of this is clear. A branch 


librarian is His Curer’s AMBASSADOR, 

or, anyway, his representative, and the chief will be criticised on 
the good or bad work of that librarian. There is no justification 
for the view that a branch public ought to be content with less 
efficient service than the public using the central library. There- 
fore, a branch librarian should be as fully qualified intellectually 
and socially as any member of the library staff, and his assistants 
should, in their respective grades, be able to hold their own. I 
believe that one of the real needs of the multiple systems of this 
country is a greater attention to branch library personnel; and 
there should come a time when an assistant who is sent to a branch 
will look upon his choice for the work as an honourable distinction. 
When one considers the possibilities of a branch librarian, if he 
be fortunate enough to have a chief who knows how to use his 
services (a chance not always to be depended upon), one thinks 
it an enviable position. He has a limited area to study, can make 
a Civic survey of it, know the qualities of his people ; he can watch 
their public activities and see that the library is linked with them ; 
he can organize reading circles and, it may be, lectures; he can 
do in little almost every part of library work; and he can bring 
the whole force of the library system in general to bear upon his 


branch. But Wuat Usvatty Happens? 

An active assistant becomes a branch librarian. It is only a 
branch that he serves; all his central colleagues make that clear 
enough to him. Often, too, his chief demands a rule-of-thumb 
adherence to instructions and regards initiative as impertinence. 
Thus the branch librarian, who is not fortunate enough to escape 
quickly, settles down to a routine from which all adventure is 
absent, and grows grey without growing in any other way. But 
what a waste this is of most excellent possibilities! We need to 
think the matter over again in the light of to-day. Vale! 

ERATOSTHENES. 
[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinion of the writers 
of “ LeTrers on Our Arrairs.”—Editor, Tot LrspraARY WoRLD.] 


LIBRARY TOPICS. 
THERE are now 10,151 members in the A.L.A. New York leads in 
membership, having a total of 1,424. 
The Carnegie Endowment for International Peace has recently 
made a grant to the A.L.A. of $3,800, to be spent in the interest 
of international co-operation. 
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In view of the desirability of the general public 
acquainted with the recently published Report on Public Libraries, 
librarians might with advantage follow the example of the librarian 
of Chiswick, who inserted a short digest of the Report in the local 
paper soon after its publication. 

Dr. George H. Locke, President of the American Library 
Association, has recently received the honorary degree of LL.D. 
from the University of Toronto. 

The third volume of “A Survey of Libraries in the United 
States ’’ has just been published 


ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 
ANNUAL MEETING. 
Tse Annual Meeting of the Association was held on Wednesday, 
une 8th. 
; Some of the members assembled at the British Museum in the 
afternoon and inspected the library under the guidance of the 
Museum Staff. After visiting the public departments the party 
was conducted round the famous “ iron library.” 

The Business Meeting took place in the evening at Westminster 
Central Library, where about seventy members were cordially 
welcomed by Mr. Frank Pacy, O.B.E. Mr. R. Cooper, of Battersea, 
occupied the chair at the beginning of the proceedings and con- 
gratulated Mr. Pacy on his recent distinction. This met with a 
brief but witty reply. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed, and 
after some discussion the balance sheet was accepted, the treasurer, 
Mr. F. Sandy, being congratulated on thé able manner in which he 
has managed the financial affairs of the Association for the past 
year. Then followed the announcement of the election of 
Councillors for the ensuing twelve months and the adoption of the 
Annual Report, after which Mr. Cooper called on Mr. G. F. Vale, 
of Bethnal Green, to take the chair as the incoming President. 
The hearty applause with which Mr. Vale was greeted showed the 
meeting’s entire agreement with all that Mr. Cooper said concerning 
Mr. Vale’s long and valuable service to the A.A.L. 

The President in his address surveyed the progress made by 
public libraries since their inception. While admitting that mu 
progress has been made, he pointed out that the last twenty years 
have seen no noteworthy advance in library technique, and he 
made several thoughtful suggestions which deserve the attention 
of all librarians. Some of these, for instance, the admission of 
readers to newsrooms by ticket only, do not seem wholly practicable. 
Others of his suggestions, for example, the construction of staff 
enclosures outside lending departments, are worthy of serious con- 
sideration. 

At the conclusion it was announced that Dr. G. H. Locke, 
Chief Librarian of Toronto and President of the American Library 
Association, will address the A.A.L. at their inaugural meeting on 
October 5th at the Guildhall. Toronto University has recently 

conferred the honorary degree of LL.D. on Dr. Locke for dis- 
tinguished services to literature. 

Viscount Burnham, of The Daily Telegraph, has ©’ 
to take the chair. D.O. 
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RILEY'S LIBRARY BOOKS 
FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
Riley's Library Binding has now=- 
become a-Standétd Binding 
| Our Methods. 


We examine every book before sewing, apply the method best te 
the quality of paper. 

We sirengihen the FOLD OF BYERY LEAR WITH A GUARD before 
Sewing, where the quality of paper so Tequires to be stroogthened, 

Books which are not sultabie for guarding dewa the middic of each leaf“ere 
Over-sewn by specially adapted and patented over-sewing machiges. 
Bach section ls SCORED near thé fold at the back so (ai books with stmpe 
paper open quite 

AS result of our long @xperiones in Library Bikding wo are able to guarantee 
the sewing and binding of every book bound by wi. Wo undertake “ta 


Ae 


re-bind free of cast any book which groves defective in the course of usa 7 
Carflage pald BOTH WAYS on all consignments of 100 volumes acd apwards. - es 
Special packing cases supplied. 
Prompt and quick delivery. Prive Mets and samples sent on application. 
NEW REPLACEMENT -CATALOGUE — 
Over 9.000 Titles. From Sd. Jer 3d. pérvolume saved by ordering from 
our Cataloguur~ All books eupplied either in Niger Moroceo Bindings (guaran- al 
teed ‘free from Ecids). or in INPORCED Ubrary Bindings. Copies of this 
Catalogue sent free on Applications 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
CONFERENCE EXHIBITION 
(September 26th to October Ist 
WE INVITE ALL LIBRARIANS WHO ABB INTERESTED Ik THE 
VARIOUS STYLES OF LIBRARY BINDINGS TO PAY A VISIT TO OUR 
EXHIBIT, 
OUR SEAND 48.No. 13 
in the Exhibition: Hail. 


B. RILEY & CO. LTD. 


LIBRARY BOOKBINRERS AND BOOKSELLERS ~ 


Fox St., Huddersfield, England 
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Library Association Conference || ke 
UNITED FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND BE 
ASSEMBLY HALLS, EDINBURGH aK 
September 26th to October ist, 1927 == 

WwW 

We wish on this occasion to help Librarians : : 
to appreciate the different methods of Sewing a} 
required by Modern Books. =| 
EXHIBIT A.—This will show kind of book and 
margin for which Machine-sewing may w used. of 
EXHIBIT B shows :—Kind of book—size, weight and 1 Bp 


auG 


EXHIBIT C.—Kind of and thickness of seétion for 
which hand sewing remains the best method of 


sewing books. 


EXHIBIT D.—Method of dealing with a large majority 
of modern fiction by paper-lining and machine sewing. 


SUB-SECTION.—Same method of sewing and binding 
but showing how thick papers of a pulpy nature must 
be dealt with by guards in order to obtain most book- 

service. 


Vis: 


Tapes are used, or not used as best binds the book—our 
a of cover attachment is that a book with tight 

back is not only rebound free of cost, but a new 
book is supplied by the Firm gratis where Library wear and 
tear parts it from its covet. 


fom 


CEDRIC CHIVERS Ltd. 
BOOK BINDERS. -PORTWAY; BATH 
AND BOOKSELLERS ENGLAND 
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